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About this book 

This book is primarily a research and analysis on the 
topic of music in Islam and is written in a unique way such 
that the misconceptions that people hold about music in 
Islam are highlighted in commas at the top of the page and 
the responses to those misconceptions are given 
underneath. Therefore the theme of the book is that of a 
conversation taking place between the one who listens to 
music and the one who is trying to clear up the listener’s 
misconceptions.  

Throughout my conversations with music listeners (and 
having been a veteran music lover myself), I have heard 
these reasons and misconceptions that Muslims hold in 
favor of listening music. All I have done is taken those 
sentences that a person says in favor of music and analyzed 
their correctness and their reality using the Quran, Sunnah 
and a little thought. 

All the errors and imperfections in this book are from 
me and Shaytan, and all the good is from Allah. I pray to 
Allah that he accepts this as a good deed from me and 
benefits the ummah of Muhammad (Peace be upon him). 

About the author 

Muhammad Rehan is foremost a student of Islamic 
knowledge and also holds a MBA Finance degree from 
University of Michigan and a Bachelors degree in Business 
Marketing from George Mason University, USA. He is a 
director at a surgical instruments manufacturing company 
in Sialkot, Pakistan, and has professional certification in 
Six Sigma Black Belt from Singapore Institute of Quality. 
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The most important page of the book 

Before you start reading this book, please read the 
following verse from the Quran and answer the following 
question as sincerely as you can. 

******  
“It is not befitting for a believer, man or woman, 
when a matter has been decided by Allah and His 
messenger, to have any option about their 
decision: if any one disobeys Allah and His 
messenger, he is indeed on a clearly wrong path. 
(Surat-ul-Ahzab Verse 36) 

 
‘If it is proven to you from the verses of Quran 
and the Sahih Sunnah that music is not allowed in 
Islam, will you stop listening to music? Or, will 
you simply agree to what I have said in this book 
but still continue with your old ways?’ 

Will you change yourself if you realize the truth? If yes, 
please continue reading this book. 

If you do not want to change even after realizing the 
truth, please stop reading now and save yourself some time. 
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Pre-discussion Analysis 

Since I would be discussing a lot about music in this 
book, it is necessary that I describe what I mean by the 
word ‘music.’ The meaning of music, as used throughout 
this book, is that of sounds created through the use of any 
kind of musical instruments, which has or has not in it the 
element of singing (be it with or without lyrics) or dancing 
or both. In other words, I am using music (with all the 
things that accompany it) in the broadest sense and in the 
sense that it exists today. The music of today is based on 
themes of (sexual) love, fornication, immorality, seduction, 
drugs, indecency, worldly desires (greed for money), and 
other deeds, thoughts, and approaches which are considered 
vices in Islam, and thus inappropriate for a believer.  

Some people say that there is a difference of opinion in 
regards to the status of music in Islam. For those brothers 
and sisters, I would like to mention that there is no 
difference of opinion regarding music and its 
prohibition when it contains the content (of 
disobedience to Allah) that I have briefly mentioned 
above, and this content is the most common element in the 
music and songs of our times. Just look at the following 
table to see how much disobedience of Allah is found in the 
music of today. 
Allah orders the women 
to 

In Music/Singing/Videos we 
see that 

Not walk in a manner (of 
hitting the foot on 
ground) which should 
attract attention. 

 Walking in a seductive manner 
is the basis of dancing and 
music. 
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Not wear such ornaments 
which would be heard by 
others or which would 
attract others. 

The actors, singers and 
musicians have the most 
flamboyant attires. 

Not wear such clothes 
which would display 
their beauty in public. 

Most revealing and sexually 
arousing clothes are usually 
worn by singers, musicians and 
actors. 

Not use a scent which 
would inform others of 
their presence. 

Strong scents are used 
extensively because fans are 
always surrounding their 
‘stars’. 

Not talk seductively as it 
would inspire evil 
thoughts. 

Seductive and sexually 
arousing lyrics and sounds are 
very common in music, songs 
and videos of today. 

Lower their gaze and 
draw veil over their 
bosoms. 

Eyes are used extensively to 
attract the opposite sex and 
revealing clothes are a norm. 

Many of the above points are valid for men as well just as 
much as they are valid for women. 

From the above table we can clearly see that not one but 
many commandments of Allah are broken when one makes 
music and songs and when one listens or watches them. 
Upon observing the music industry you would realize that 
the success of a music album is highly correlated with how 
extremely these above mentioned and other commandments 
of Allah are violated. 
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Now tell me, is there any difference of opinion among 
scholars about any of the points mentioned in the orders of 
Allah to women? Is there any disagreement to what I have 
listed as the most common content of the music, songs and 
videos of today? There is no disagreement in the 
prohibition of music when the content of the music is 
clearly against the teachings of Islam. Some would say here 
that what if the content is ‘clean.’ For these, and for all 
others who listen, make, buy or sell music, music videos 
and songs, I hope and pray that this book would be a means 
of clearing up their misconceptions and a rebuttal to their 
claims most of which are based on the words of non-
Muslims or people farther from Islam and have no true 
value. Allah Says in the Quran, in Chapter Mayeda verse 2: 

‘But rather help one another in furthering virtue 
and God-consciousness, and do not help one 
another in furthering evil and enmity; and remain 
conscious of God: for, behold, God is severe in 
retribution!’ (5:2) 

And in Chapter Isra verse 36: 
‘And pursue not that of which thou hast no 
knowledge; for every act of hearing, or of seeing 
or of (feeling in) the heart will be enquired into 
(on the Day of Reckoning).’ (17:36) 

My brothers and sisters in Islam, pause for a moment 
and think about the above two verses. Pause and realize 
what your creator is trying to tell you. A day is coming 
when your actions shall be questioned and severe 
retribution will be taken for what you used to do. Think 
about it, wouldn’t you find it easier to tell Allah that you 
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used your ears and eyes to listen and read Quran rather than 
telling Him that you used your ears and eyes for listening 
and watching music videos? Isn’t it time that we ponder 
upon our deeds and the baseless excuses we give in order to 
keep following our desires? 
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“There is nothing in the Quran that says Music is 
prohibited” 

This statement given by many people shows their 
ignorance in regards to Quran. Either such people are not 
knowledgeable about Quran or simply repeat what other 
people say without checking the authenticity of their 
statements. Allah says in the Quran: 

‘And there are among them illiterates, who know 
not the Book, but (see therein their own) desires, 
and they do nothing but conjecture.’ (2:78) 

Coming back to the topic of prohibition of music in 
Islam we need to realize that Allah sent this Quran as 
guidance for mankind until the Day of Judgment. And from 
His perfect knowledge Allah knew that children of Adam 
will indulge into music and other wasteful activities which 
would divert them from their true purpose. Therefore, Allah 
mentioned all such (diverting) things in his perfect book 
(Al-Quran) in a comprehensive manner so that we may 
safeguard ourselves from them and remain focused on the 
true purpose of life; submission to the will of Allah alone. 

In regards to music and songs, Allah says in Verse 6 of 
Chapter Luqman: 

‘And of mankind is he who purchases idle talk to 
mislead (men) from the path of Allah, without 
knowledge, & takes it (the path of Allah, the 
verses of the Quran) by way of mockery. For such 
there will be humiliating torment (in the hell fire).’ 
[31:6] 

Notice that the verse does not say ‘music’ or ‘singing’ 
and this is from the comprehensive words that Prophet 
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(Peace be upon him) was given by Allah. Allah simply 
said, ‘idle talk’, which means any wasteful 
talk/speech/songs/music/words and similar wasteful 
activities which would divert one from the remembrance 
and worship of Allah. And Allah knows best. 

The great companion of the Prophet (Peace be upon 
him), Abdullah Ibn Masood (May Allah be pleased with 
him) was asked about this verse and he said, "I swear by 
the One other than whom there is no God that it refers to 
singing [ghinaa].", and he repeated this three times. 
Abdullah Ibn Abbaas (May Allah be pleased with him) said 
it refers to 'singing and the like', while Jaabir (May Allah 
be pleased with him) is reported to view its meaning to 
signify singing and listening to songs. Shoaib bin Ya’saar 
said: I asked Akrama about ‘idle talk’ so he replied: ‘what 
is meant by it is music.’ Many taabi'oon such as Mujaahid, 
Mak-hool and Umar ibn Shu'ayb also viewed it as a 
censure of music and song. 

“Interpretation of idle talk as ‘music/singing’ is just 
an interpretation”	  

Yes, it is an interpretation but not just any interpretation, 
it is the interpretation of the best scholars of this Ummah; 
the companions of the Prophet (Peace be upon him) and 
those who followed the prophet to the blink of an eye. The 
companions were the direct students of the Prophet (Peace 
be upon him) and would not have given an interpretation to 
any verse that they had not heard of from the Prophet 
directly. Therefore their interpretation is correct, acceptable 
and most valuable as they would not have said anything 
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regarding the Quran or the Sunnah that they would not have 
learned from the Prophet. 

Besides, do you know who Abdullah ibn Masood, or the 
others names mentioned are? Do you know what status the 
Prophet gave to his companions and how he applauded 
them in regards to their understanding of the Quran? Read 
the following statements. 

The prophet (Peace be upon him) praised Ibn Masood by 
saying that "Whoever likes to recite the Quran as purely as 
it was first revealed, let him recite it like ibn Umm Abd 
(i.e. ibn Masoud)"  

Abu Musa al-Ash'ari said about Ibn Masood, "Do not 
ask us about any matter of this religion as long as this 
scholar is among you."  

Ibn Masood himself said, "By Allah, there is no verse of 
the Book of Allah which I did not know where, and 
concerning what, it was revealed.” This statement was not 
in exaggeration or puffery but showed the love and thirst 
that Ibn Masood had for the knowledge of Quran. 

Abdullah ibn Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him) 
was known as the learned man of the Ummah of 
Muhammad (Peace be upon him). The Prophet (Peace be 
upon him)would often draw Abdullah close to him when he 
was a child, pat him on the shoulder and pray: "O Lord, 
make him acquire a deep understanding of the religion of 
Islam and instruct him in the meaning and interpretation of 
things." At one occasion the Prophet (Peace be upon him) 
made dua for Abdullah asking Allah that He grants him 
wisdom. 
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The greatness of these companions and their 
understanding of the Quran is only overlooked by those 
who are unaware of the status they held in the eyes of the 
Prophet (Peace be upon him). If they interpret this ayat as 
prohibition of music, then the scholars of Ahlus-sunnah-
wal-jammah will follow their interpretation, as their 
knowledge was acquired directly from the Prophet (Peace 
be upon him) and as a result of the Prophet’s duas. 

Hadith - Bukhari (#787)  [Also related by Tabari] Sa'id 
ibn Jbayr reported that Ibn 'Abbas said about the verse: 

“And of mankind is he who purchases idle talks" 
(31:6), that, “ldle talks means singing and the 
like.” 

Prophet (Peace be upon him) said: “The best of my 
nation is my generation then those who follow them and 
then those who follow them”(Sahih Bukhari). As is evident 
from this hadith, the best generation is the generation of the 
companions and therefore, their interpretation of the Quran 
is superior to the interpretation of those who followed them 
centuries later. 

We also need to realize that the companions of the 
Prophet (Peace be upon him) who were present at the time 
of revelation of Quran, were more knowledgeable of the 
circumstances and Arabic language, and whom the Prophet 
(Peace be upon him) himself praised during his life time, 
had a deeper understanding of the Quran than you and me. 
Therefore, if they interpret a verse in a certain way and 
their interpretation does not go against other established 
laws of Islam, then we accept their interpretation and value 
them more than the ‘scholars’ of today. 
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“Why didn’t Allah say ‘music’ directly instead of 
saying ‘idle talk’ and giving rise to this confusion” 

Subhan Allah! (Glory be to Allah!)How people question 
the wisdom and will of Allah. Allah has His perfect 
Wisdom and perfect reason for choosing the words of 
Quran. Nevertheless, here is a reason and Allah knows best. 

Allah did not only prohibit singing but all other forms of 
idle talk as well that divert one from the remembrance of 
Allah. Had Allah specified only singing, the comprehensive 
meaning would have been lost. And Allah knows best.  

Also Notice in the Quran, Allah does not say that you 
can eat apple and banana and carrot…instead Allah says, 
‘O ye who believe! Eat of the good things that We have 
provided for you, and be grateful to Allah, if it is Him you 
worship (2:172)’.Allah used a comprehensive term to 
inform us of what we can eat. Similarly, in this verse 
prohibiting music, Allah used a comprehensive term to 
prohibit all sorts of talk (including singing and music) that 
diverts from the remembrance of Allah. And this is 
strengthened by the testimony of the companions, 
especially Ibn Masood and Ibn Abbas (May Allah be 
pleased with them). 

“This verse of Surah Luqmanis not talking about 
music directly” 

There are other verses in the Quran that talk about 
music. I will mention some of those underneath. 

“[Allah said to shaytaan (devil)] ‘And befool them 
gradually those whom you can with your voice, 
make assaults on them with your cavalry and your 
infantry, mutually share with them wealth and 
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children, and make promises to them’ But 
Shaytaan promises them nothing but deceit” [Al-
Isra 17:64]  

Scholars have mentioned that this verse includes 
singing, pipes, drum and flutes. Hasan Al-Basri has said, 
“His (devil’s) voice is the tambourine.” His cavalry and 
infantry have been described by scholars as some one who 
walks/rides for the purpose of sinning. Think about 
it...voice of the devil…what could it be? Have you ever 
heard devil speak to you except through your desires? 
Desires like listening to music? 

Ibn Al-Qayym narrated from Al-Hakim Abu Abdullah 
from the tafseer of kitaab al-mustadrak: Let the one who is 
seeking this knowledge know that the tafseer of a 
companion who witnessed the revelation, is a hadith with 
Sahihisnaad according to the two sheikhs (Al-Bukhari and 
Muslim). 

The interpretation of the Companions who were present 
at the time of revelation, were more aware of the Arabic 
language, and were praised by the prophet for their 
understanding is enough proof for us if they define idle talk 
and voice of the devil as music and singing. 

There is another verse in the Quran that was revealed 
because whenever Quran was recited the non-believers of 
Makkah used to start clapping and singing and making 
noise so that people could not hear the Quran. That verse is 
quoted as follows but will be discussed later in the book. 

‘Do you then wonder at this recitation (the 
Quran)? And you laugh at it and weep not. 
Wasting your (precious) lifetime in pastime and 
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amusements (singing, etc.) So fall you down in 
prostration to Allah and worship Him (Alone). ’ 
[An-Najm 59-62] 

“No verse in the Quran is directly talking about 
music” 

As I mentioned earlier, Quran was revealed to be 
comprehensive and does not give details in many things. 
For example, Quran orders to pray five times a day but 
does not tell you how. For the detailed explanation we have 
to look into hadith and the interpretation of Prophet (peace 
be upon him), his companions (May Allah be pleased with 
them, and then the righteous scholars who follow the Quran 
and the Sunnah (May Allah have mercy on them).Lets see 
what we can find in the hadith (sayings of the prophet, 
peace be upon him), regarding music. 

“There is nothing in the hadith which prohibits 
music” 

There are many people who have never opened a book 
of hadith but would swiftly claim that there is nothing in 
the hadith that prohibits music and singing. Such 
statements are based on nothing but ignorance and on the 
fact that they simply repeat what they hear without 
bothering to actually check the authentic sources of Islam. 
Below I will mention numerous ahadith that directly talk 
about music and singing and their prohibition. 
Hadith 1:Sahih Bukhari Volume 7, Book 69, Number 
494v: Narrated Abu 'Amir or Abu Malik Al-Ash'ari: that he 
heard the Prophet saying, 
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"From among my followers there will be some 
people who will consider illegal sexual 
intercourse, the wearing of silk, the drinking of 
alcoholic drinks and the use of musical 
instruments, as lawful. And there will be some 
people who will stay near the side of a mountain 
and in the evening their shepherd will come to 
them with their sheep and ask them for something, 
but they will say to him, 'Return to us tomorrow.' 
Allah will destroy them during the night and will 
let the mountain fall on them, and He will 
transform the rest of them into monkeys and pigs 
and they will remain so till the Day of 
Resurrection."  

You should know that Imam Bukhari’s criteria of 
judging the authenticity of a hadith is the strictest and that 
his compilation of ahadith in his book ‘Sahih Bukhari’ is 
considered the most authentic book after the book of Allah. 
Also notice how the Prophet (Peace be upon him) 
mentioned musical instruments along with things like 
zina(illegal sexual intercourse) and wine which are 
definitely known to be haram in Islam and how the ‘people 
will consider it halal (whereas its not).Following I will 
quote the statement of SheikhIbnBaz (may Allah have 
mercy on him) as reported in Majmoo' al-Fataawa, 3/423-
424: 

"Ma'aazif refers to singing and musical 
instruments. The Prophet (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) told us that at the end of time 
there will come a people who will allow these 
things just as they will allow alcohol, zina and 
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silk. This is one of the signs of his Prophet hood, 
for all of this has happened. The hadith indicates 
that [musical instruments] are haram (prohibited), 
and condemns those who say they are halal 
(permissible), just as it condemns those who say 
that alcohol and zina are allowed. The ayat and 
ahadith that warn against singing and musical 
instruments are many indeed. Whoever claims that 
Allah has allowed singing and musical instruments 
is lying and is committing a great evil. We ask 
Allah to keep us from obeying our desires and the 
Shaytaan. Even worse and more seriously sinful 
than that are those who say it is mustahabb. 
Undoubtedly this stems from ignorance about 
Allah and His Religion; it is insolent blasphemy 
against Allah and lying about His Laws.” 

Hadith 2:Tirmidhi reported in his sunan (no. 1005) from 
AbiLayla from ‘Ata” from Jabir who said, 

“The messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, 
went to al-nakhl with Abdur Rahman ibn Auf, 
when his son was dying. He took the child in his 
lap and his eyes filled with tears. Abdur Rahman 
said, ‘are you weeping when you have forbidden 
us to weep?’ He said, ‘I do not forbid weeping. 
What I have forbidden is two foolish and evil 
kinds of voices: voices at times of entertainment 
and play and the flutes of the shaytaan, and voices 
at times of calamity and scratching the face and 
rending the garments and screaming.” 
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The scholar An-Nawawi said: What is meant here is 
singing and musical instruments. 
Hadith 3:Reported by Tabarani, that Abu Umammah (May 
Allah be pleased with him) said that the messenger of Allah 
(PBUH) said: 

‘Do not sell singing women, do not buy them and 
do not teach them. There is nothing good in this 
trade and their price is haram. Concerning such 
things this ayah was revealed: ‘and of mankind is 
he who purchases idle talks to mislead from the 
path of Allah…’ [Luqman 31:6] (Hadith Hassan) 

In the context of modern times, selling and buying 
singing women would include selling and buying their 
music cds and videos…don’t you think? 
Hadith 4:Musnad Ahmad Reports that Abdullah ibn Umar 
(May Allah be pleased with him) says: 

‘I was traveling with the Prophet (Peace be upon 
him) during a journey when the Prophet (Peace be 
upon him) heard the sound of flute and he put his 
fingers in his ears. When he went outside the 
range of music, he took his fingers out.’ 

Note: Putting fingers may not have caused sound to be 
discontinued but it shows that he did not approve of this 
action of playing or listening to music. This also shows that 
even though the Prophet (Peace be upon him) was not 
intentionally ‘listening’ to music, he still closed his ears so 
that he may not even ‘hear’ the sound. And Allah knows 
best. 
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Hadith 5:Reported by Ahmad that Aisha (May Allah be 
pleased with him); the wife of the Prophet (Peace be upon 
him) narrates that 

‘a singing women was singing and the Prophet 
(Peace be upon him) said that when she was 
singing the shaytaan was blowing into both of her 
nostrils.’ 

Hadith 6:Reported by Abu Dawood that Abdullah bin 
Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him) said that the 
prophet (Peace be upon him) said: 

‘My Rab (God) has prohibited upon me alcohol, 
gambling, tabla (drum), and every narcotic.’ 

Hadith 7: Al-Tirmidhi Hadith, 5450. Narrated by Abu 
Hurairah 
(while	  talking	  about	  the	  signs	  of	  the	  day	  of	  Judgment)	  

"When the booty is taken in turn, property given 
in trust is treated as spoils, Zakah is looked on as a 
fine, learning is acquired for other than a religious 
purpose, a man obeys his wife and is undutiful 
toward his mother, brings his friend near and 
drives his father far off, voices are raised in the 
mosques, the most wicked member of a people 
becomes its leader, a man is honored through fear 
of the evil he may do, singing girls and stringed 
instruments make their appearance, wines are 
drunk, and the last members of this people curse 
the first ones, look at that time for a violent wind, 
an earthquake, metamorphosis, pelting rain, and 
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signs following one another like bits of a necklace 
falling one after the other when its string is cut." 

Hadith 8: Abu Dawood, book 36, hadith4909. Narrated by 
Abdullah ibn Masood 

Salam ibn Miskin, quoting an old man who witnessed 
Abu Wa'il in a wedding feast, said: they began to play, 
amuse and sing. He united the support of his hand round his 
knees that we drawn up, and said: I heard Abdullah (ibn 
Masood) say: I heard the apostle of Allah (Peace be upon 
him) say: Singing produces hypocrisy in the heart. 

And we know from the Quran that the hypocrites will be 
in the lowest (deepest) part of the Hellfire because Allah 
says: ‘The Hypocrites will be in the lowest depths of the 
Fire: no helper will you find for them.’ (4:145) 
(May Allah save us from being among those) 
Hadith 9: Sahih Muslim, book 33, hadith 6422. 

Abu Hurairah reported Allah's Messenger (may peace be 
upon him) as saying. Allah fixed the very portion of 
adultery which a man will indulge in. There would be no 
escape from it. The adultery of the eye is the lustful look 
and the adultery of the ears is listening to voluptuous (talk 
or song) and the adultery of the tongue is licentious speech 
and the adultery of the hand is the lustful grip (embrace) 
and the adultery of the feet is to walk (to the place) where 
he intends to commit adultery and the heart yearns and 
desires which he may or may not put into effect. 

There are still some people who (even after viewing this 
evidence from ahadith) have the courage to say that these 
ahadith are weak. Usually these people are not aware of the 
science of hadith and just repeat baseless sayings that they 
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keep hearing from around them. For those I would like to 
point out that all of the ahadith I have quoted here are 
authentic and many of them have a Sahih level of 
authenticity and many of them I have quoted from Sahih 
Muslim or Sahih Bukhari. Sahih Bukhari is famous as the 
most authentic book after the book of Allah; therefore even 
if we had only one single hadith and that hadith was 
authentic, then we would have to follow it because that is 
the order of Allah Subhano Watalah. 

For the sake of argument, if we assume that the ahadith 
were weak (whereas they are clearly not), even then we 
cannot say music is allowed because it goes against so 
many of the established orders of Allah like lowering the 
gaze, not talking seductively, not behaving lustfully and 
such. I have already described this point in detail in the 
‘pre-discussion analysis’ section of this book. 

(Please refer to the book by Sheikh Nasir-ud-Albani 
entitled “Is music not haram? Where the great muhaddith 
checks the authenticity of numerous ahadith relating to 
music and goes into other areas of discussion relating to 
music.) 

“There is a hadith which said that Prophet allowed 
Aisha to listen to song on eid day” 

The hadith that is being referred here is as follows. 
Sahih Bukhari, Volume 2, Book 15, Number 72: Narrated 
Aisha:  

Abu Bakr came to my house while two small Ansari 
girls were singing beside me the stories of the Ansar 
concerning the Day of Buath. And they were not singers. 
Abu Bakr said protestingly, "Musical instruments of Satan 
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in the house of Allah's Apostle!" It happened on the 'Id day 
and Allah's Apostle said, "O Abu Bakr! There is an 'Id for 
every nation and this is our 'Id." 

Subhan Allah (Glory be to Allah), this is the exact 
hadith we would quote to prove music is prohibited. Notice 
the following things in the hadith mentioned above. 
1. There were two young girls and we know that in Islam 

the deeds are held accountable after puberty. 
2. Ibn Al-Jaws says (may Allah have mercy on him): 

Aisha (May Allah be pleased with her) was young at 
that time; nothing was transmitted from her after she 
reached the age of puberty except condemnation of 
singing. 

3. Abu Bakr(May Allah be pleased with him) the greatest 
speaker of truth “As-Siqqidue” called this ‘musical 
instruments of shaytaan’ and the prophet did not object 
or deny it. 

4. What reason did the prophet give for allowing the 
singing done in his house? “It is the day of eid” so we 
see that it was a special exception for eid day and that 
the general prohibition stays afterwards. 

5. One very important realization is that the girls who 
were singing were not (professional) singers as 
specially highlighted by Aisha (May Allah be pleased 
with her) herself. 

6. Also realize that the girls were singing about a day of 
battle and therefore the content of music was not like 
the content of love, sex, disobedience to Allah as found 
in the music of today.  
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Imam Ibn Al-Qayyim says the following in regards to 
this hadith and those who use it as a proof of indulging in 
music and singing 

‘I am amazed that you quote as evidence for allowing 
listening to sophisticated songs the report which we 
mentioned about how two young girls who were below the 
age of puberty sang to a young woman on the day of Eid 
some verses of Arab poetry about bravery in war and other 
noble characteristics. How can you compare this to that? 
What is strange is that this hadith is one of the strongest 
proofs against them. The greatest speaker of the truth [Abu 
Bakr al-Siddeeq] called them musical instruments of the 
Shaytaan, and the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him) approved of that appellation, but he 
made an exception in the case of these two young girls who 
had not yet reached the age of responsibility and the words 
of whose songs could not corrupt anyone who listened to 
them. Can this be used as evidence to allow what you do 
and what you know of listening (to music) which includes 
(bad) things which are not hidden?!’ 

Subhan Allah! How people can be led astray!  

“The children of Madinah played music and sang 
for welcoming the Prophet (peace be upon him) at 
migration” 

The above statement is correct but it’s still not a proof 
for indulging in music, especially not the kind that is 
prevalent today. Notice the following points in this case. 
First, they were children. Second, they used the musical 
instrument (duff) which was not objected by the Prophet 
for special occasions (like wedding) and third, it was a 
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special once in a lifetime event, that is, they did not 
continue to sing songs each year after the year of migration. 

Now, I don’t think that most people listen to children 
songs; I also don’t think they use the duff and I absolutely 
do not think that they listen to such kind of music only at 
special (religious) occasions. 

“The prophet praised his companion as having a 
musical wind instrument of the family of David.” 

Some people claim that since the Prophet (Peace be 
upon him) praised one of his companions as having a 
musical-wind instrument, then it is also allowed for us to 
posses these musical wind instruments and to use them. 
Before we can check the authenticity of this conclusion, it 
is important that we quote the hadith that is being referred 
to in this claim. 

Sahih Bukhari Volume 6, Book 61, Number 568: 
Narrated Abu Musa that the Prophet said to him'  

"O Abu Musa! You have been given one of the 
musical wind-instruments of the family of David.'  

The complete context of the hadith is that the companion 
was reciting the Quran in a very beautiful voice at which 
the prophet praised his voice by comparing his voice to the 
voice of David (A.S) who we know through other ahadith 
that he had a very beautiful voice. So we see that the 
Prophet praised his companion’s recital metaphorically, 
and not literally as his companion did not really have a 
flute from the flutes of the Prophet David (Peace be upon 
him). As can be seen, this hadith cannot be used to support 
music or singing. 
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“Allah mentions in the Quran His order to the 
mountains that they should sing His praises along 
with David?” 

Some people refer to the following ayat saying that if 
Allah ordered the mountains to sing His praises alongside 
David (Peace be upon him) then there is no problem if we 
also sing for praising Allah. The ayat actually does order 
the mountains to praise alongside with Prophet David 
(Peace be upon him) but not through singing but rather 
through glorification. This verse form the Quran is as 
follows. 

“And indeed We bestowed grace on Dawood 
(David) from Us (saying): "O you mountains. 
Glorify (Allah) with him! And you birds (also)! 
And We made the iron soft for him."  34:10 

Allah ordered the mountains and the birds to “glorify” 
along with David, not ‘sing.’ Had singing been a way of 
glorification, we would have had examples from our 
Prophet using songs for glorifying Allah, but we do not see 
any such examples throughout his life or even in the life of 
his companions. 

The confusion between ‘sing’ or ‘glorify’ occurs 
because we are not knowledgeable of Arabic language and 
any translation can only be accurate to a certain degree and 
therefore cannot be compared perfectly to the original 
Arabic text of the Quran. Allah sent the Quran in Arabic, 
and if we translate the Arabic to any other language, that 
translation is not the ‘Quran’ but a ‘translation of the 
Quran.’ The Arabic Quran is revealed by Allah word by 
word and is preserved in the printed copies of today. On the 
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other hand, the translations of the Quran are human efforts 
of trying to translate the Arabic and since human work is 
not perfect, such misunderstandings can arise. And Allah 
knows best. 

For the sake of argument, if he translate the word as 
‘singing’ rather than ‘glorification’ even then this does not 
mean that Allah wants us to sing when praising him. This is 
because we know that the Sharia (laws) given to earlier 
Prophets might have been different that what is given to 
this ummah. For example, the prostration out of respect 
was allowed for the people of Prophet Yusuf (peace be 
upon him) but is not allowed for the People of the nation of 
Muhammad (peace be upon him). Similarly, even if we say 
that Prophet Dawood ‘sang’ praises, we cannot do the same 
because we have no similar example from the life of the 
Prophet Muhammad (peace b upon him) and his blessed 
companions (may Allah be pleased with them). 

“How can music be prohibited when there are 
ahadith which mention the Prophet (Peace be upon 
him) allowing it?” 

And similarly there are many ahadith prohibiting music. 
So is there a contradiction between the sayings of the 
Prophet (Peace be upon him)?  Actually, there is no 
contradiction because the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
does not say anything from his own self but it is a 
revelation from Allah, and we do not expect that Allah will 
contract himself or confuse his creation. 

“And he (prophet) does not say anything by his 
own desire. It is but a revelation revealed.” [Al-
Najm 3-4] 
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What we need to do is understand the times and 
conditions in which he allowed music and singing (while 
remaining under certain conditions) and understand the 
general prohibition which applies to our daily lives. For 
example, Prophet (Peace be upon him) did not object to the 
little girls when they were singing a song for his wife; 
Aisha (May Allah be pleased with her) on the day of eid. 
Aisha (may Allah be pleased with her) was young at the 
time, the singing girls were young, it was a day of eid, and 
the lyrics of the song were regarding a battle that was 
fought in the past. Under these conditions, the Prophet 
(Peace be upon him) did not object to the type of music 
(daff) or song, which was being played. Also notice the 
wording… [he] ‘did not object’ …this is different than 
saying ‘he allowed or promoted’. On the other hand, The 
Prophet (peace be upon him) put his fingers in his ears 
when we heard some musical tune while he was passing 
from somewhere and did not take his fingers out until the 
sound had become distant. On top of this, there are 
numerous Sahih ahadith which have already been narrated 
above which clearly and very strongly object to music, 
songs and musical instruments. 

“Yes, ok, music is prohibited in hadith, but hadith 
is not the Quran” 

To degrade the value of hadith by saying this statement 
is a very serious matter. Lets see what Quran says about the 
Ahadith; the sayings of the Prophet (peace be upon him). 

“And he (prophet) does not say anything by his 
own desire. It is but a revelation revealed.” [Al-
Najm 3-4] 
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“Say: If ye do love Allah, Follow me (The prophet): 
Allah will love you and forgive you your sins: For Allah is 
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful."3:31 

‘And obey Allah and the Messenger. that you may 
obtain mercy.’3:132 

‘He who obeys the Messenger, obeys Allah. But if any 
turn away, We have not sent you to watch over their (evil 
deeds)’ 4:80 

So we see that the Quran is saying that whatever the 
Prophet says, consider it a revelation from Allah and follow 
him if our claim of loving him and loving Allah is true. The 
people who do not accept the ahadith or think that the 
sayings of Prophet (Peace be upon him) have not be 
preserved should realize their error as Allah says in the 
Quran: 

‘We have, without doubt, sent down the Message; and 
We will assuredly guard it (from corruption)’.15:9 

The ‘message’ of Islam includes both the Quran and the 
Sunnah of the prophet. Therefore, the sayings of the 
Prophet are also laws of Islam and are protected by Allah 
and following them is worship and a source of nearness to 
Allah Subhano Watalah. 

“You can play or listen to music if your intention is 
good, like using music to praise Allah or the 
Prophet” 

Some people claim that there is no harm in listening to 
music as long as the intention is pure and the act does not 
involve shameful acts. For such people and others who 
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think like wise, I would like to explain a golden rule of 
Islam. 
There are two criteria for any deed to be accepted in Islam. 
1. The intention has to be purely for the sake of Allah 
2. The deed has to be performed exactly like the example 

of the Prophet (peace be upon him) 
Even if one criteria is missing, the deed will not be 

accepted. For example, you can have the purest intention 
but if you steal the money for giving in charity, your deed 
will not be accepted. Similarly, if you have earned Halal 
money but have the intention of showing off, your deed 
will not be accepted. Only when both the conditions are 
present will your deed be accepted. 

Now, I know that you have a pure intention but where 
will you bring the example of Prophet (peace be upon him) 
listening to music or telling some one to play music for him 
even if it has praises of Allah in it! Also, if what you say is 
the truth, then why did the Prophet (PBUH) not use these 
methods of praising Allah? Are you more knowledgeable 
and wise than Allah and His messenger that you know this 
way of praise that the prophet did not know? Or, are you 
doubting the intention of the Prophet (PBUH) by saying 
that he purposely hid this method of worshipping from his 
ummah. We seek refuge with Allah from even thinking like 
this and ask Him to guide us all to that which He loves the 
most. 

Also see what Allah says in Quran about the non-
Muslims of Makkah who used to circumambulate the 
Kabba naked, clapping and whistling. Allah rejects their 
worshipping in such a manner by saying, 
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‘Their prayer at the House (of Allah) is nothing 
but whistling and clapping of hands: "Taste ye the 
penalty because ye blasphemed.’8:35 

If whistling and clapping (which are merely low forms 
of music) is rebuked by Allah then what about using 
musical instruments and songs which is far more than 
whistling and clapping? The truth is that you can only 
please Allah through His worship alone. And you can only 
worship Allah in a manner taught by Him through his 
messenger.  

At this point I would also like to mention the new trend 
of ‘Islamic Nasheeds/Naats’ which although have religious 
wordings but are now increasingly being mixed with music 
(and dancing) to a certain extent and are thus not acceptable 
in Islam, nor can they be considered as acceptable forms of 
worship. Qawalis, which are famous in some parts of 
Muslim lands like Pakistan and India utilize music and 
clapping along with the poetry which is praising Allah or 
his messenger (Peace be upon him). I want my brothers and 
sisters to realize that Allah has rebuked this kind of worship 
as the ayat clearly says, ‘Their prayer at the House (of 
Allah) is nothing but whistling and clapping of hands: 
"Taste ye the penalty because yeblasphemed’ (8:35). Had 
there been any good in praising Allah through Qawalis or 
musical nasheeds & naats, or holding competitions where 
such an action is promoted, then the Prophet (Peace be 
upon him) would have surely told us to seek out its reward. 
The only narrations we have from the Prophet (Peace be 
upon him) are those which mention permissibility of lines 
of poetry (without music and dancing) in which Allah, His 
Prophet (Peace be upon him) or His religion is praised 
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while remaining in the limits of Islam. And Allah knows 
best. 

Some people say that music is worship and it brings us 
close to Allah. If that is the case then why didn’t the 
Prophet ordered us to seek nearness to Allah through 
music, singing or dancing. Music has become a part of 
many religions but not a part of Islam.  
1. Music is a must in all Hindus religious festivals 
2. Arya people used to drink alcohol, beat drums, sing 

songs and prostrate to the sun at its rising 
3. Christians sing the bible along with musical 

instruments 
4. Jews are the innovators of dancing 
5. Quraish used to circumambulate the Kaba naked and 

clapped and whistled while doing so 
Please keep in mind that a good intention cannot turn a 

Haram (forbidden) action into a Halal (Allowed) one. For 
example, you cannot drink wine and say that your intention 
is to remember the wine that Allah has promised for those 
who enter Jannah. This is clearly not allowed and doing 
such a thing will open the gates of Haram for the Ummah 
of Muhammad (Peace be upon him). And Allah knows 
best. 

“But songs of many Muslim musicians have 
brought non-Muslims to enter Islam” 

Many claim that Muslim musicians who sing ‘Islamic 
songs’ (like Qawali) have caused many people to enter the 
fold of Islam. I would like to add to this by saying that it is 
also those very same songs that have also led many 
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Muslims to be diverted from Islam and the remembrance of 
Allah. Had there been any benefit in giving dawah through 
music and songs, then the Prophet would have surely done 
so and clearly ordered us to do so. After all, giving dawah 
to the people of the world was his main responsibility for 
which he endured so many hardships, and adding this 
(music/songs) method of giving dawah might have 
attracted at least some people (as being claimed here). But 
the truth is that Prophet (Peace be upon him) did not apply 
any such dawah technique and called the people to submit 
to Allah in a manner which is well preserved in the books 
of Ahadith and well known to all people including the 
disbelievers. 

Also realize that if the Prophet did not give dawah in 
this way then it is surely an innovation in the religion and 
all innovations leads to hell fire no matter how good it 
seems. Regarding Innovating new ways of worshipping 
Prophet (Peace be upon him) has been reported as saying: 

‘The best of the speech is embodied in the Book of 
Allah, and the best of the guidance is the guidance 
given by Muhammad. And the most evil affairs 
are the innovations (in religion) and every 
innovation is error.’(As narrated by Jabir bin 
Abdullah in Sahih Muslim, book 4, hadith 1885) 

If some people did revert to Islam after listening to some 
song then we a need to keep in mind that Allah guides 
whomever he wishes however He wishes. Some He guides 
through reading the Quran, for others He has His Perfect 
Wisdom. However, their coming to Islam through this 
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manner is not a proof for us to use it in our dawah 
campaigns.  

The claim of using music for dawah can be tested by 
using the following extreme similitude. If a Muslim 
fornicates with a non-Muslim and the non-Muslim happens 
to accept Islam, then we cannot say that all Muslims should 
fornicate with non-Muslims so that they would become 
Muslims. This will not be allowed for any Muslim even if 
the non-Muslim gives a solemn promise that he/she would 
become a Muslim after that evil deed is performed. And 
Allah knows best. 

“Music softens the hearts, grants peace and 
satisfaction and creates gentle feelings” 

One of the most commonly heard reasons for listening 
to music is that it softens the heart and creates feelings of 
love towards the fellow beings. If what is claimed is true 
then the following verse of the Quran would be lying (& 
we seek refuge from Allah for saying that) 

‘God bestows from on high the best of all 
teachings in the shape of a divine writ fully 
consistent within itself, repeating each statement 
[of the truth] in manifold forms [a divine writ] 
whereat shiver the skins of all who of their 
Sustainer stand in awe: [but] in the end their skins 
and their hearts do soften at the remembrance of 
[the grace of] God. Such is God’s guidance: He 
guides therewith him that wills [to be guided] 
whereas he whom God lets go astray can never 
find any guide.’ (Quran 39:23) 
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If really what you say is true then the music would have 
softened the hearts of the musicians and singers and made 
their attitude and behavior better, but most of them, as we 
know, are astray and behave badly. Many of them suffer 
internal dissatisfaction, take drugs, practice fornication, and 
are surrounded by men and women who feel no shame in 
displaying themselves in front of the world for the purpose 
of seeking worldly benefit. There are also some studies that 
attempt to prove this claim truthful but no matter what 
studies are performed and what conclusions are established, 
the word of Allah is the most truth. 

‘Allah, There is no god but He; of a surety He will 
gather you together against the Day of Judgment, 
about which there is no doubt. And whose word 
can be truer than Allah's?’ 4:87  

For those who claim that music makes them feel at 
peace and satisfied, then they need to realize that 
Shaytaan(devil) has successfully diverted them from the 
remembrance of Allah and has made them lose on the 
sweetness that they could have derived from the words of 
Allah. 

Allah says in the Quran describing the believers that 
their hearts find satisfaction in the remembrance of Allah.  

“For without doubt in the remembrance of Allah 
do hearts find satisfaction.”(Quran 13:28) 

Who is Allah talking about when he says that their heart 
finds satisfaction? Allah is talking about the hearts of the 
believers, not of those who are disbelievers and nor of 
those who claim belief but their action proves otherwise. It 
is only the heart of a true believer that finds satisfaction in 
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the remembrance of Allah, for non-believers, their hearts 
finds satisfaction in the following of their desires and 
worldly benefits. Those who are too busy deriving 
satisfaction from music are not aware of the level of 
satisfaction that can be derived from Quran as mentioned 
and promised by Allah in His book. 
Sheikh al-Islam said: 

‘discussing the state of the person who has gotten 
used to listening to singing: Hence you find that 
those who have gotten used to it and for whom it 
is like food and drink will never have the desire to 
listen to the Qur’an or feel joy when they hear it, 
and they never find in listening to its verses the 
same feeling that they find when listening to 
poetry. Indeed, if they hear the Qur’an, they hear it 
with an inattentive heart and talk whilst it is being 
recited, but if they hear whistling and clapping of 
hands, they lower their voices and keep still, and 
pay attention.’ (Majmoo’ al-Fataawa, 11/557 ff)  

Just think about the following point for a moment. 
People from all over the world travel to Makkah seeking 
(and being granted) peace, security and blessings from that 
Holy Land. Had there been any benefit of attaining peace 
and security through music and singing, Allah would have 
ordered his Prophet (Peace be upon him) to play music and 
sing songs in Makkah so that its peace and security would 
have increased. Allah did not order any such thing; instead 
Allah mentioned that it is His remembrance that grants 
peace and satisfaction to the hearts and that Makkah is a 
place guidance and blessings. 
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“Behold, the first house (of worship) ever setup 
for mankind was indeed the one at Bakkah 
(Mecca): rich in blessing, and a (source of) 
guidance unto all worlds” (Al-Imran 96) 

Also think about these: 
Would you play music or perform a concert in Masjid 

Al-Haram or Masjid of the Prophet? How about singing 
Michael Jackson’s songs while dancing in Hateem of 
Kabba. Why do many people leave music and singing 
during the months of Ramadan or Muharram or during 
Azan time? Does music becomes forbidden in Ramadan or 
Muharram or azan time and becomes permissible as soon 
as it is over? What proof is there for such actions? 

“Musicians donate from their earnings and also 
help in collecting donations for the needy” 

The above statement may be true sometimes but even if 
it was true 100% of the time it would still not be valid for 
us to listen to music in order to support the needy. Islam is 
a very merciful religion and has prescribed numerous ways 
to support the poor of the society. Many Muslims 
nowadays are negligent of their Islamic obligations (like 
Zakah, Sadaqah, feeding the poor) which are aimed at 
helping the needy and instead search for other ways like 
attending concerts for the purpose of ‘helping the poor.’ 

Many ahadith have already been mentioned including 
the one that says that the price of the singers and their trade 
is prohibited. Underneath is another hadith which would 
help us understand the type of deeds that Allah accepts and 
the type of deeds that He rejects. 
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Abu Hurairah, radiyallahu 'anhu, reported that the 
Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ‘alayhiwasallam, said: 

“Verily Allah the Exalted is pure. He does not 
accept but that which is pure. Allah commands the 
believers with what He commanded the 
Messengers. Allah the Almighty has said: "O you 
Messengers! Eat of the good things and act 
righteously" [23:51-53]. And Allah the Almighty 
also said: "O you who believe! Eat of the good 
things that We have provided you with" [2:167-
172]. Then he (the Prophet) mentioned (the case 
of) the man who, having journeyed far, is 
disheveled and dusty and who stretches out his 
hands to the sky (saying): "O Lord! O Lord!" 
(while) his food was unlawful, his drink was 
unlawful, his clothing was unlawful, and he is 
nourished with unlawful things, so how can he be 
answered?” [Muslim] 

We see from this hadith that Allah only accepts that 
deed which is pure. A pure deed is a deed that is done 
according to the Will of Allah and upon the example of the 
Prophet (Peace be upon him). For example, You cannot 
expect a reward from Allah by giving in donation that 
money which you earned from fornication. This is because 
Allah is pure and accepts only that which is pure. 
Therefore, if the method of acquiring wealth or collecting 
donations is not allowed in Islam, then that money would 
not benefit the donor. And Allah knows best. 
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“If we can sing the Quran then why can’t we sing 
otherwise?” 

We (Muslims) do not sing the Quran neither can we read 
it with music, but we recite the Quran and there is a 
difference between the two. Allah says in the Quran  

 ‘Recite the Qur’an calmly and distinctly, with thy 
mind attuned to its meaning.’ (73:4) 

Al-Baraa' Ibn 'Aazib  narrated that the Prophet  said: 
"Beautify the Quran with your voices (i.e. by 
reciting it in a pleasant nice voice)." (Abu 
Dawood) 

Al-Tirmidhi Hadith 2207 Narrated by Hudhayfah that 
Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said,  

"Recite the Qur'an with the modulations and tones of the 
Arabs, but avoid the modulations of those who recite love 
poetry and the modulations of the people of the two Books. 
After my death people will come who will trill when they 
recite the Qur'an as is done in singing and wailing, but it 
will go no farther than their throats, and they and those who 
are charmed by their performance will be let into error." 
Bayhaqi in Shu'ab al-Iman and Razin in his book 
transmitted it. 

There is a complete science of reciting the Quran known 
as “Tajweed.” The words and letters of Quran can only be 
lengthened, shortened, joined, paused on, etc in a certain 
manner as taught by the Prophet (Peace be upon him). The 
small dashes, loops and signs (Tashkeel) all around the 
letters of the Quran help a reader to understand how he is 
supposed to recite that letter. One cannot lengthen or 
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shorten the letters or words of the Quran at his own will, 
and this is contrary to what we see in music and singing.  

In singing, it is upon the will of the singer as to how he 
wishes to pronounce a certain word or letter. The singer can 
lengthen the word if required to match a prior lyric or 
change other variables to make it sound pleasing to the 
listener without giving a second thought to grammar. This 
cannot be done with the Quran as lengthening or shortening 
a letter or word in Quran would (most of the times) change 
the meaning of the verse and is therefore not allowed. And 
Allah knows best. 

“Duff was the only musical instrument available at 
that time, nowadays we have more instruments 
which were not present before” 

The above statement is wrong as there have been 
numerous musical instruments present for a very long time, 
even before the time of the Prophet. For example, we know 
that the Arabs used drums in wars, the Christians and Jews 
used to have bells and trumpets for calling to prayer, and 
we know that Prophet (peace be upon him) referred to his 
companion’s voice by saying that he has been given a flute 
from the flutes of Dawood (Alihys-Salam) and there were 
many others instruments whose sole purpose was for 
playing music and singing songs. 

We also need to realize that the teachings of Islam were 
not limited to a small time period but were revealed to stay 
until the Day of Judgment. Given this, Allah’s perfect 
wisdom cannot leave such a matter without giving us clear 
guidance on it. 
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“I only listen to “good” music without any vulgar 
or indecent stuff” 

The Ahadith of the Prophet (Peace be upon him) and the 
verse of Quran do not differentiate between good music 
and bad music. That is, the Quran and Sunnah, talk about 
‘music’ without attaching qualifiers to the word and both 
conclude that music is not allowed. 

Think about it, what may be good in your eyes may be 
bad in the others opinion. Then how will you set up a 
threshold that this type of music is good and this type is 
bad? Also realize that even if you listen to the so-called’ 
good’ music, you are still being diverted away from the 
remembrance of Allah and that is not an attribute of a 
believer. Had there really been ‘good’ music and ‘bad’ 
music then the Prophet (Peace be upon him) would have 
not left that ‘good’ without telling us about it. In that case 
he would have ordered us to avoid the bad music and 
ordered the playing of good music, but we find no such 
thing in the Shariah (Islamic law). 

More discussion on this topic would come under the 
section, “Is Music Really an innocent enjoyment?” 

“Don’t be so strict when Allah is so merciful” 

Muslims who listen to music are sometimes heard 
saying that don’t be so harsh against music when Allah is 
so merciful and forbearing. These Muslims are partly right 
and partly wrong. They are right in regards to saying that 
Allah is merciful, forgiving and forbearing but they are 
wrong in regards to their saying that our judgment is harsh. 
It is not our judgment regarding music that is under 
discussion here, but it is the judgment of Allah and his 



Is Music Allowed in Islam? 42 

messenger that we are trying to explain and propagate here. 
And Allah knows best. 

Verily Allah is the most merciful and has no problem in 
forgiving all the sins of all the humanity; however, listen to 
what Allah says in the Quran. 

‘You can only warn him who follows the 
Reminder (the Quran), and fears the Most 
Gracious (Allah) unseen. Bear you to such one the 
glad tidings of forgiveness, and a generous reward 
(i.e. Paradise).’ [Yaseen 11] 
Verily, those who fear their Lord unseen, theirs 
will be forgiveness and a great reward (i.e. 
Paradise). (67:12) 

Reported in Tirmidhi by Attica Saudi (May Allah be 
pleased with him) that the Prophet (Peace be upon him) 
said: ‘No person can reach the [status of] Ahlul-taqwa 
(people who have piety and fear of Allah) unless he leaves 
those things in which apparently there is no harm because 
of the fear of falling into those things in which there is 
harm.’ 

Notice that Allah is saying that the forgiveness and 
generous rewards are for those who follow the Quran, and 
fear the Most Merciful. And the Prophet (Peace be upon 
him) is saying that you wont achieve taqwa (fear of Allah) 
unless you leave those deeds in which apparently (to you) 
there is no harm. Those who openly disobey Allah and his 
messengers, and reject the truth after realizing it, and yet 
hope for forgiveness and reward are being fooled by the 
devil. And may Allah forgive us our sins out of his mercy 
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for verily our good deeds are not such that they should even 
be looked at. 

“Listening to music has nothing to do with 
worship” 

Worship in Islam means living the whole life according 
to the will of Allah, it does not merely refer to the acts of 
prayer and fasting and other rituals. The claim that music 
has nothing to do with worship can be checked against one 
of the golden rules in Islam; any action that a person does 
falls into one of the five following categories. 

• FRAD (Obligatory) 
• SUNNAH (Preferred) 
• MUBAH (Neutral) 
• MAKRUH (Disliked) 
• HARAM (Forbidden) 

	  

Category Description Example 
Fard 
(obligatory) 

Evidence of obligation 
is present in the Quran 
or Sunnah. There is 
reward if you do this 
action and punishment 
if you leave it. 

Praying five 
times a day, 
fasting during 
Ramadan 

Sunnah 
(Preferred) 

Action was done, 
approved or ordered 
by the Prophet without 
making it obligatory. 
There is reward if you 

Praying the night 
(Tahajjut) prayer 
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do this action but no 
punishment upon 
leaving. 
In addition to the 
above description, 
there is a part of 
Sunnah that has an 
obligatory nature. For 
example, Prophet said, 
‘Pray as you see me 
praying.’ This Sunnah 
is a must for all 
Muslims to follow. 

Mubah 
(Neutral) 

There is no reward and 
no punishment for this 
action 

Eating banana 

Makruh 
(Disliked) 

This action was highly 
disliked by the 
Prophet. 

Drinking water 
while standing 

Haram 
(Forbidden) 

Evidence of 
forbiddance is present 
in the Quran or 
Sunnah. There is 
punishment if you do 
this action and reward 
if you leave it. 

Drinking wine, 
Associating 
partners with 
Allah. 

Now, let’s see which category of actions does music 
belong to. It’s not Fard for sure as there is no verse or 
hadith making it obligatory. It’s not Sunnah for sure for 
otherwise we would have ahadith about companions and 
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Prophet singing songs or making music. It is definitely not 
Mubah as we have verses and ahadith that point to it being 
disliked and prohibited. So we are left with Makruh and 
Haram and you have already seen from past slides that 
Music is from the prohibited category. Now, even if you 
say that at most music is Makruh, then you need to realize 
that Makruh also becomes Haram if it leads to something 
forbidden. And we know from the type of music in the 
markets today that almost all music is based on attracting 
opposite sex, bad manners, indecency, worldly desires and 
so on and is therefore forbidden in the light of Islam. And 
Allah knows best. 

“Music is not allowed buts its not a sin either” 

We can check this claim through the same golden rule 
that I have just described in the preceding discussion. 
However, I would like to propose a simpler test. 

We know that there are two angles writing our good 
deeds and bad deeds on either side of us. When you listen 
to music, which angel is writing that action? angel writing 
the good deeds or angel writing the bad deeds? If you think 
right side angle is recording this deed then would you mind 
telling me how much reward do we get for listening or 
playing music and if this really is a reward worthy action 
then why didn’t Allah and his Messenger tell us so? Did 
Allah and His Messenger not know this? Verily Allah says 
in the Quran regarding the noble Prophet (Peace be upon 
him): 

‘…for he (the prophet) commands them what is 
just and forbids them what is evil; he allows them 
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as lawful what is good (and pure) and prohibits 
them from what is bad (and impure)…’ (7:157) 

So we see from the above verse that there is no good 
that the Prophet (Peace be upon him) did not tell us about 
and similarly there is no evil that he did not warn us about. 
Had there been any good in music, he would have told us 
about it and encouraged us to do it. And Allah knows best. 

“Sounds produced by mouth which sound like 
musical instruments are allowed” 

Due to advancement in technology it is now possible to 
produce and mix sounds originating from mouth to sound 
as if they are music from musical instruments. In this case 
we need to realize that it is not the musical instruments that 
cause a diversion from the remembrance of Allah, but 
rather their use and their effects. Ask yourself, if you were 
not told that the sounds you are listening to are made by 
mouth and not the instruments, would you know it on your 
own? Even if you could tell the difference, these musical 
sounds would still be diverting you from remembrance of 
Allah in the manner He has prescribed through the Prophet 
(Peace be upon him). And Allah knows best. 

“The greatest musical instrument is the one in our 
throats” 

Many people say that the greatest musical instrument is 
the sound box that Allah has placed in our throats and the 
throats of other creations, and that had Allah prohibited 
singing he would not have given us this ability. What my 
brothers and sisters need to realize that this blessing of 
originating different kinds of sounds from our throat and 
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mouth is for a greater purpose which Allah himself 
mentions in the Quran. 

‘I created the jinn and humankind only that they 
might worship Me.’ 51:56 

So we see that we (along with our blessings) were 
created by Allah so that we would praise Him and worship 
Him as He has taught us through his Prophet (Peace be 
upon him). Allah has granted us a tongue with which we 
can taste different foods, but at the same time Allah has 
prohibited us to taste alcohol in order to test us. Verily 
Allah says in Quran in Surah Mulk: 

‘Who hath created life and death that He may try 
you, which of you is best in conduct; and He is the 
Mighty, Forgiving.’ (67:2) 

So we know that even if we have the ability or desire of 
doing something, we are not allowed to do it because it is a 
test from Allah. Allah created pigs but ordered us to not eat 
them so that He could see which of his men and women 
obey his commands and which ones do not. Similarly Allah 
created our ‘sound boxes’ and told us what are the 
permissible uses and what are the boundaries of Allah in 
regards to that. And Allah knows best. 

“Music and songs are little innocent enjoyment and 
time pass?” 

What we refer to as “innocent” and as “enjoyment “are 
actually the tricks and be-fooling of shaytaan. How?  We 
know that anything that diverts a person from remembrance 
of Allah is something a Muslim should not indulge in. 
Islam was revealed as complete and comprehensive way of 
life. It has given us ways of enjoyment and relaxation and 
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listening to music and songs is not one of them. Islam on 
the other hand has given us numerous ways of enjoyment 
and time pass which not only are pleasurable for the person 
but also good for his affairs of this world and the affairs of 
the hereafter. 

Some music listeners argue that they enjoy music but 
don’t let it affect them. This is a strange statement and is 
similar to saying that I was sitting in water but the water 
didn’t wet me. And it is the same as saying that I am sitting 
among the flowers but the scent is not entering me and that 
I am sitting near the fire but the fire is not harming me, and 
I am sitting under the sun but the sunlight is not reaching 
me. The truth is that these people are trying to fool 
themselves from reality and are rejecting to let go of their 
desires and are therefore finding excuses to remain as they 
are. Recall the hadith that I mentioned earlier which says 
that music creates hypocrisy in the heart. Verily the words 
of the Prophet (Peace be upon him) are true and the words 
of those who are following their desires are false. And 
Allah knows best. 

'...And whatsoever the Messenger 
(Muhammad,peace beupon him) gives you, take it; 
and whatsoever he forbids you, abstain (from it). 
And fear Allah; verily, Allah is Severe in 
punishment.' (59:7) 

If Allah and his Prophet have prohibited this matter 
already, then we do not have the wisdom or the authority to 
legislate otherwise. This would mean that we know more 
than Allah as this means of enjoyment was not known to 
Him but is known to us. Isn’t this a clear deception of 
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Shaytaan? Also using common sense we see that It is 
ignorance and misguidance to perceive music as a form of 
pleasure and passing time since the messages of today’s 
music follow a general theme of love, fornication, drugs 
and freedom from the laws of Allah. In the coming section, 
I would like to highlight some of the findings of the latest 
and most credible research studies regarding music and its 
affects. 

Is Music Really an innocent enjoyment? 

Following are some passages taken from the latest 
research findings on music, songs and media and their 
affects on the masses, especially Children. Children are a 
subject of special interest because they are the ones most 
exposed to ‘music’ messages, and are thus the most 
targeted (and volatile) of all the audiences. In addition, they 
are the ones that the music industry hopes to attract the 
most so that they would have a long lasting source of loyal 
customers. After all, music is no less than an addiction the 
training for which, now, starts from a very early age in the 
form of ‘children songs’. 

Extract from the executive summary of the research 
carried on by the National Institute on Media and the 
Family, titled “Teen-oriented radio and CD sexual content 
Analysis.” 

“The sexual content of teen-oriented radio 
programming and top-selling compact discs was 
measured.  Overall, 22 percent of radio segments 
contained sexual content, and 20 percent of these 
were “pretty explicit” or “very explicit.”  When 
there is sexual content on the radio, it tends to be 
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during music segments (44% include sexual 
content) or during talk segments (30%).  Almost 
half (44%) of sexual messages during talk 
segments referred to sex outside of pre-existing 
relationships, whereas fewer than one in ten (6%) 
messages referred to sex within a pre-existing 
relationship. 
Each of the top 10 CDs includes at least one song 
with sexual content.  Forty-two percent of the 
songs on these CDs contain sexual content, and 41 
percent of these are “pretty explicit” or “very 
explicit.”  There were large differences in the 
amount and degree of sexual content among the 
CDs.  Five of the top 10 CDs included the 
warning: “Parental Advisory: Explicit Content.” 

The following few extracts are taken from the testimony 
of the American Academy of Pediatrics titled ‘The social 
impact of music violence.’ The testimony was presented to 
the senate subcommittee on oversight of government 
management, restructuring, and the District of Columbia. 
This written testimony was addressed by Frank Palumbo, 
M.D, FAAP on November 6, 1997. 

“I am testifying on behalf of the American 
Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), an organization of 
55,000 primary care pediatricians, pediatric 
medical sub specialists and pediatric surgical 
specialists dedicated to the health, safety and well-
being of infants, children, adolescents and young 
adults.”... “Pediatricians with a specialty in 
adolescent medicine are keenly aware of how 
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crucial music is to a teen’s identity and how it 
helps them define important social and sub 
cultural boundaries. One study found that teens 
listened to music an average of 40 hours per week. 

During the past four decades, rock music lyrics have 
become increasingly explicit -- particularly with reference 
to drugs, sex , violence and even of greater concern, sexual 
violence. Heavy metal and rap lyrics have elicited the 
greatest concern, as they compound the environment in 
which some adolescents increasingly are confronted with 
pregnancy, drug use, acquired immunodeficiency syndrome 
and other sexually transmitted diseases, injuries, homicide 
and suicide.” ... “With the advent of MTV and VH-1, not 
only do we have to listen to violent lyrics that for example 
degrade women, but we also get to see it acted out in full 
color. A handful of experimental studies indicate that music 
videos may have a significant behavioral impact by 
desensitizing violence and by making teenagers more likely 
to approve of premarital sex. According to a U.S. 
Department of Education report, a large percentage of 
young women and girls have been “subjected to a pattern of 
overt sexual hostility accompanied by actual or threatened 
physical contact and the repeated use of obscene or foul 
language.” 

“Numerous studies indicate that a preference for 
heavy metal music may be a significant marker for 
alienation, substance abuse, psychiatric disorders, 
suicide risk, sex-role stereotyping or risk-taking 
behaviors during adolescence. (Source: American 
Academy of Pediatrics, 1999) 



Is Music Allowed in Islam? 52 

The following passage appeared in ‘The Guardian’ on 
Tuesday, August 2006 with the title of “Study says teens 
who listen to raunchy songs have sex earlier.” 

“Teenagers who listen to songs with raunchy 
lyrics start having sex earlier than those who listen 
to other types of music, according to a new study 
in the US…Young people who listen to music 
with "sexually degrading" lyrics that describe 
women as sex objects and portray men as "sex-
driven studs" were almost twice as likely to start 
being sexually active within the next two years 
than teens who listened to little or no sexually 
degrading music, according to a study by the Rand 
Corporation, a Pittsburgh-based think tank.” 

Underneath is an extract from AAP News: Washington 
Report titled, “Pediatrician testifies on impact of sexuality 
in media.” 

“According to the most recent data, 61% of all 
high school seniors have had sexual intercourse, 
about half are sexually active and 21% have had 
four or more partners. Although other developed 
countries have similar rates of early sexual 
intercourse, the United States has one of the 
highest teen-age pregnancy rates in the world and 
the highest adolescent sexually transmitted disease 
rates. Additionally, half of all new HIV infections 
in the country occur among young people under 
the age of 25.” ... “ "Young people tell me that the 
media is one of their leading sources of 
information about sex," said Dr. Rich. "Each year 
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television and movies offer 14,000 sexual 
portrayals, of which only 165 deal with risks of 
pregnancy, HIV or other STDs.” 

“We can not avoid music these days, its every 
where, I would hear it even if I don’t want to” 

The above statement is true and just shows that how far 
Shaytaan has incorporated this action within our lives. 
However, the above statement should not be used to 
intentionally listen to music. I will mention here another 
golden rule of Islam. 

In Islam, you are held accountable for that which you do 
on purpose, that is, the reward or punishment is according 
to your intention, and you are not held accountable for 
something on which you have no control. 

Keeping this in view, hearing music without intention, 
and listening to music with intention, are two different 
things. I have already mentioned the hadith where the 
Prophet (Peace be upon him) put his fingers in his hear 
when he ‘heard’ (not listened) the playing of music. Realize 
that even though the music was falling into his ears without 
his will, he still tried to avoid it by putting fingers in his ear 
until he was out of the range of the musician’s sound. And 
Allah knows best. 

Sheikh Ibn Taymiyah (may Allah have mercy on him) 
said: Concerning (music) which a person does not intend to 
listen to, there is no prohibition or blame, according to 
scholarly consensus. Hence blame or praise is connected to 
listening, not to hearing. The one who listens to the Qur’an 
will be rewarded for it, whereas the one who hears it 
without intending or wanting to will not be rewarded for 
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that, because actions are judged by intentions. The same 
applies to musical instruments which are forbidden: if a 
person hears them without intending to, that does not 
matter. (Al-Majmoo’, 10/78). 

“Music is a requirement for business” 

A claim normally heard at business settings is that 
patronage would be lost if the store/shop/restaurant turned 
off the music being played during the working hours. I a 
marketing major, and having studied consumer behavior 
during my academic years, I know the affects music has on 
consumers. But to think that music is resulting in increased 
customers or increased sales goes against one very 
important belief that defines us as Muslims.  

Abu 'Abd al-Rahman 'Abdullah bin Mas'ud, radiyallahu 
'anhu, reported: The Messenger of Allah, sallallahu 
'alayhiwasallam, the most truthful, the most trusted, told 
us: 

"Verily the creation of any one of you takes place 
when he is assembled in his mother's womb; for 
forty days he is as a drop of fluid, then it becomes 
a clot for a similar period. Thereafter, it is a lump 
looking like it has been chewed for a similar 
period. Then an angel is sent to him, who breathes 
the ruh (spirit) into him. This Angel is commanded 
to write Four decrees: that he writes down his 
provision (rizq), his life span, his deeds, and 
whether he will be among the wretched or the 
blessed. 

I swear by Allah - there is no God but He - one of you 
may perform the deeds of the people of Paradise till there is 
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naught but an arm's length between him and it, when that 
which has been written will outstrip him so that he 
performs the deeds of the people of the Hell Fire; one of 
you may perform the deeds of the people of the Hell Fire, 
till there is naught but an arm's length between him and it, 
when that which has been written will overtake him so that 
he performs the deeds of the people of Paradise and enters 
therein." (Narrated in Bukhari and Muslim) 
Another hadith in Tirmidhi in this regards is: 

Al-Tirmidhi Hadith: 5302 (Narrated by Abdullah ibn 
Abbas, transmitted by Ahmad and Tirmidhi) 

One day he was riding behind Allah's Messenger (peace 
be upon him) who said, "Young man, if you are mindful of 
Allah He will be mindful of you, and if you are mindful of 
Allah you will find Him before you. When you ask for 
anything ask it from Allah, and if you seek help seek help 
Allah. Know that if the people were to unite to do you 
some benefit they could benefit you only with what Allah 
had recorded for you, and that if they were to unite to do 
you some injury they could injure you only with what Allah 
had recorded for you. The pens are withdrawn and the 
pages are dry." 

We see from the above hadith that even before we come 
into this world, our sustenance and the days we will spend 
in this world have already been decided.  If we truly believe 
on the above statements, then we would know that it is not 
the music or songs or some other skill that can increase or 
decrease our sustenance but it is the will of Allah and His 
decree.   
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I ask the business owners to stop believing in the music 
that they play on their properties and instead trust and 
believe in what our Prophet (Peace be upon him) has 
conveyed to us. It is Allah who grants the sustenance and 
not the playing of music. Had music been the source of 
sustenance or means of increasing it, then our Prophet 
(Peace be upon him) would not have left it out without 
telling us about the benefits it can bring to our lives. After 
all, our Prophet was most loving and caring for us, he 
would surely have wanted the best of this world and the 
hereafter for us. 

Now hath come unto you an Messenger from 
amongst yourselves: it grieves him that ye should 
perish: ardently anxious is he over you: to the 
Believers is he most kind and merciful. (Surah 
Tauba 9:128) 

“Music therapies have proven to be beneficial to 
many people” 

Before I comment on the above statement, I would like 
to share the following joke. 

A Patient comes to a doctor saying that he has flu. The 
Doctor tells him to go take a cold shower and sit in an air-
conditioned room with feet in ice cold water. After a while 
the patient returns and says, doctor, earlier I had a flu only 
but now I have a pneumonia. The doctor says, yes, I know, 
pneumonia I can cure. 

The point?  Need for music therapies emerged when we 
left the way prescribed by Our Lord and instead chose other 
methods of living our lives. Since those other methods were 
not divine, the shortcomings in them caused us many 
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problems some of which were physical and some of which 
were psychological. It is then that the need for music 
therapies emerged.  

Islam has given us a better and more superior way of 
healing our sick, whether the sickness by physical or 
mental. Allah says in the Quran: 

“we send down in the Quran that which is healing 
and a mercy to those who believe: to the unjust it 
causes nothing but loss after loss” (Al-Isra 82) 
“O mankind, there hath come to you a direction 
from your Lord and a healing for the (diseases) in 
your hearts, and for those who believe, a guidance 
and a mercy.”  (Yunus 57) 

So we see that Allah has promised that the Quran is a 
cure, healing and ‘shifa’ for those who believe. The 
Prophet (Peace be upon him) used to seek cure from Allah 
from his sicknesses and afflictions through reciting Quran 
and blowing on himself. This act of seeking cure through 
reciting the Quran is from the Sunnah of the Prophet (Peace 
be upon him) and is known as Ruqya. Following I will 
quote an amazing hadith which shows the power of Ruqya 
if it is done correctly. 
Sahih Bukhari: Book 7, Volume 71, Hadith 645. Narrated 
Abu Sai’d:  

“A group of the companions of Allah's Apostle 
proceeded on a journey till they dismounted near 
one of the Arab tribes and requested them to 
entertain them as their guests, but they (the tribe 
people) refused to entertain them. Then the chief 
of that tribe was bitten by a snake (or stung by a 
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scorpion) and he was given all sorts of treatment, 
but all in vain. Some of them said, "Will you go to 
the group (those travelers) who have dismounted 
near you and see if one of them has something 
useful?" They came to them and said, "O the 
group! Our leader has been bitten by a snake (or 
stung by a scorpion) and we have treated him with 
everything but nothing benefited him Has anyone 
of you anything useful?" One of them replied, 
"Yes, by Allah, I know how to treat with a Ruqya. 
But. by Allah, we wanted you to receive us as 
your guests but you refused. I will not treat your 
patient with a Ruqya  till you fix for us something 
as wages." Consequently they agreed to give those 
travelers a flock of sheep. The man went with 
them (the people of the tribe) and started spitting 
(on the bite) and reciting Surat-al-Fatiha till the 
patient was healed and started walking as if he had 
not been sick. When the tribe people paid them 
their wages they had agreed upon, some of them 
(the Prophet's companions) said, "Distribute (the 
sheep)." But the one who treated with the Ruqya  
said, "Do not do that till we go to Allah's Apostle 
and mention to him what has happened, and see 
what he will order us." So they came to Allah's 
Apostle and mentioned the story to him and he 
said, "How do you know that Surat-al-Fatihais  a 
Ruqya? You have done the right thing. Divide 
(what you have got) and assign for me a share 
with you."  
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So now that you know about Ruqya, try it next time you 
are sick (physically or mentally) and make it a routine 
supplication in your daily life. Those who recite Quran and 
blow on themselves and nothing happens should realize one 
thing. Ruqya is like a sharp sword, but the sharpness of the 
sword is useless unless a strong arm is there to strike with 
it. Similarly, Quran is the most effective cure for the heart 
and body and the best 'therapy' but it needs the proper and 
strong arm; a strong believer who knows how to use the 
Quran. Strengthen your arm with faith, knowledge and 
practice, then you will begin to realize how amazing and 
blessed is this Gift of Quran. 

“I only listen to music alone, when no one is around 
or while driving so I wont fall asleep” 

In Islam there is a general rule that whatever is 
prohibited in public is also prohibited in private. In other 
words, there is no such thing as a private Islam and a public 
Islam. What you must avoid in front of your children, for 
example, must also be avoided when you are alone. Islam 
prohibits music, both public or private, as proven from the 
verses, sayings of the Prophet (Peace be upon him) and the 
following of his companions (May Allah be pleased with 
them). 

Sahih Muslim reports that Abu Hurairah narrates that 
Prophet (Peace be upon him) said: 

‘Angles do not accompany those travelers with 
whom there are bells and dog.’ 

And in another narration: 
Abu Hurairah reported Prophet (Peace be upon him) as 

saying:  
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‘The bell is the musical instrument of Shaytaan.’ 
(Sahih Muslim, book 24, hadith 5279) 

Those who say that they play music while driving for 
avoiding sleep and maintaining attention can then use other 
permissible tapes and CDs for the same purpose. Instead of 
playing Britney Spears, they can very well listen to an 
Islamic lecture of interest or the Quran or revise the Quran 
that they already know. Verily, this action would not only 
keep them attentive but would also grant them good deeds 
and would be an efficient use of their time. 

Alhamdulilah (All praise and thanks belongs to Allah) 
that Allah has now given the Muslims many good audio 
companies that are producing great pieces of knowledge 
that one can hear while on the road, or in the gym, or just 
about anywhere, for the purpose of increasing the 
understanding of the religion and gaining the pleasure of 
Allah.  

 

“I don’t want to listen to music but there is music in 
the background of all movies these days” 

Allah says in the Quran:  
‘Do you then wonder at this recitation (the 
Quran)? And you laugh at it and weep not. 
Wasting your (precious) lifetime in pastime and 
amusements (singing, etc.) So fall you down in 
prostration to Allah and worship Him (Alone). ’ 
[An-Najm 59-62] 
‘Ikrimah (may Allah have mercy on him) said: it 
was narrated from Ibn ‘Abbaas that al-sumood 
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[verbal noun from saamidoon, translated here as 
“Wasting your (precious) lifetime in pastime and 
amusements (singing)”] means “singing”, in the 
dialect of Himyar; it might be said “Ismidilanaa” 
[‘sing for us’ – from the same root as 
saamidoon/sumood] meaning “ghaniy” [sing]. 
And he said (may Allah have mercy on him): 
When they [the kuffaar] heard the Qur’an, they 
would sing, then this aayah was revealed. 

Allah is saying that the life of a human is so precious for 
his outcome in the hereafter that it should not be wasted in 
past time and amusements activities like singing, movies 
and such. However, there is no problem if one enjoys or 
relaxes while staying within the boundaries of Islam. May 
Allah forgive us, and guide us to His religion. 

A wise saying goes something like, ‘the friend of your 
enemy is your enemy as well.’ We see that music and 
movies are very close friends of the non-Muslims and are 
playing a very big role in diverting them from the light of 
Islam. In addition, we are ordered very strictly not to do 
what the non-Muslims do and not to resemble them in their 
actions or looks. The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: 
“Whoever imitates a people is one of them” (narrated by 
Ahmad, 2/50; Abu Dawood, 4/314). And he (Peace be upon 
him) said, “Be different from the mushrikeen (those who 
associate others with Allah)” (narrated by Muslim, 1/222, 
no. 259). In other words, we are ordered to be different 
from the non-Muslims. That is why the Prophet (Peace be 
upon him) chose human voice to call people for prayer 
rather than using a trumpet or bell because doing so would 
have resembled the Jews and the Christians. 
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“So Islam completely denies music without 
exception no matter what?” 

Small girls or women, using duff only (without metal 
rings) at special occasions like weddings or eid may do so 
as can be seen in some of the Ahadith. Bukhari narrates a 
hadith which says that the difference between marriage and 
fornication is duff. Meaning that duff was used to announce 
to the public that a couple got married. Another similar 
sounding hadith reported in Tirmidhi is as follows: 

Al-Tirmidhi. Hadith 3153 Narrated by Muhammad ibn 
Hatib al-Jumahi, The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, 
"The distinction between what is lawful and what is 
unlawful is the song and the tambourine at a wedding." 
Ahmad, Nasa'i and Ibn Majah transmitted it. 

However this action (of using duff at eid/wedding) of 
the women should not lead to any evil through wording or 
action and should be under the jurisdiction of all the other 
rulings of Islam. ‘Singing and playing duff is for women.’ 
The salaf used to call any man who did that a mukhannath 
(effeminate man), and they used to call male singers 
effeminate- and how many of them there are nowadays!” 
And Allah knows best. 

SheikhIbnBaz (may Allah have mercy on him) said in 
Majmoo' al-Fataawa, 3/423-424: 

‘…What is mustahabb (recommended) is to beat 
on the duff [simple hand drum] at weddings. This 
is mustahabb for women only, in order to 
announce the wedding and to distinguish it from 
fornication. There is nothing wrong with women 
singing amongst themselves, accompanied by the 
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duff, so long as the songs contain no words that 
encourage evil or distract people from their duties. 
It is also a condition that this should take place 
among women only, and there should be no 
mixing with men. It should also not cause any 
annoyance or disturbance to neighbors. What 
some people do, of amplifying such singing with 
loudspeakers is evil, because of the disturbance it 
causes to other Muslims, neighbors and others. It 
is not permissible for women, in weddings or on 
other occasions, to use any instrument other than 
the duff, such as the oud, violin, rebab (stringed 
instrument) and so on. This is evil, and the only 
concession that women are given is that they may 
use the duff. 

As for men, it is not permissible for them to play any 
kind of musical instrument, whether at weddings or on any 
other occasion. What Allah has prescribed for men is 
training in the use of instruments of war, such as target 
practice or learning to ride horses and competing in that, 
using spears, shields, tanks, airplanes and other things such 
as cannons, machine guns, artillery and anything else that 
may help jihad for the sake of Allah.’ 

Sheikh Ibn Taymiyah (may Allah have mercy on him) 
said: The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) made allowances for certain types of musical 
instruments at weddings and the like, and he made 
allowances for women to play the duff at weddings and on 
other joyful occasions. But the men at his time did not play 
the duff or clap with their hands. It was narrated in al-Sahih 
that he said: "Clapping is for women and tasbeeh (saying 
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Subhan Allah) is for men." And he cursed women who 
imitate men and men who imitate women. 

A hadith has been quoted in a recent movie that talks 
about music and its permissibility. That hadith is as 
follows, 

Al-Tirmidhi Hadith 3155 Narrated by Abdullah ibn 
Abbas (Ibn Majah transmitted it.) 

Aisha gave a woman relative of hers among the 
Ansar in marriage and Allah's Messenger (peace 
be upon him) came and said, "Have you escorted 
the girl to her husband?" On being told that they 
had, he asked whether they had sent someone 
along with her to sing, and when she replied that 
they had not, he said, "The Ansar are a people 
who give a place to love songs. I wish you had 
sent with her someone to say, 'We have come to 
you, We have come to you; so may Allah preserve 
us and preserve you'." 

I would like to point out the same thing I pointed out in 
the hadith of Aisha (May Allah be pleased with him). This 
was a special event (wedding), Prophet (Peace be upon 
him) showed the lyrics of the songs which he had in mind 
for this occasion, and these lyrics were more close to a 
prayer than a song. We cannot use this hadith and make 
lawful the songs and music we have in this era which has 
clearly sinful lyrics and embedded disobedience of Allah. 

'...And whatsoever the Messenger (Muhammad, 
Peace be upon him) gives you, take it; and 
whatsoever he forbids you, abstain (from it). And 
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fear Allah; verily, Allah is Severe in punishment.' 
(59:7) 

“I am still confused in regards to the status of 
music in Islam” 

If you are still confused then following is a perfect 
hadith for you to follow. 

On the authority of Abu 'Abdullah al-Nu'man bin 
Bashir, radiyallahu 'anhu, who said: I heard the Messenger 
of Allah, sallallahu 'alayhiwasallam, say:  

"Truly, what is lawful is evident, and what is 
unlawful is evident, and in between the two are 
matters which are doubtful which many people do 
not know. He who guards against doubtful things 
keeps his religion and honor blameless, and he 
who indulges in doubtful things indulges in fact in 
unlawful things, just as a shepherd who pastures 
his flock round a preserve will soon pasture them 
in it. Beware, every king has a preserve, and the 
things Allah has declared unlawful are His 
preserves. Beware, in the body there is a flesh; if it 
is sound, the whole body is sound, and if it is 
corrupt, the whole body is corrupt, and behold, it 
is the heart." [Al-Bukhari & Muslim] 

This hadith is saying that the permissible things are clear 
and everyone knows about them and the forbidden things 
are clear and everyone knows about them. But then there 
are certain things that not many people know about 
(because of their limited knowledge or understanding). In 
order to safe guard ones honor and religion, one should 
avoid this grey area for the fear that he might fall into that 
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which is forbidden. The issue of music is clear for believer 
in the light of the Quran and Sunnah of the Prophet (Peace 
be upon him) but if, for some reason, you are still doubtful 
as to if music is allowed or not, it would still be better to 
avoid under the guidance of the hadith mentioned above. 

Another hadith with similar meaning that has already 
been mentioned before is as follows. 

Reported in Tirmidhi by Atiya Saadi (May Allah be 
pleased with him) that the Prophet (Peace be upon him) 
said: 

‘No person can reach the [status of] Ahlul-taqwa 
(people who have piety and fear of Allah) unless 
he leaves those things in which apparently there is 
no harm because of the fear of falling into those 
things in which there is harm.’ 

These above mentioned ahadith clearly say that if you 
are confused in a matter then stick with the safest matter 
that you are sure about. In this case, the safest side would 
be to avoid music and singing because you are sure that 
there is no good (reward) in it so either it’s a reward-less 
action or a sin. However, the proofs from Quran, Sunnah 
and injunctions of Shariah are in sufficient numbers and 
authenticity that the prohibition of music would be made 
clear to the any one who truly seeks purifying his heart. 
And Allah knows best. 

At this time, I would also encourage you to continue 
your journey of knowledge and to keep striving for the 
truth because Allah says: 

‘But as for those who strive hard in Our cause -We 
shall most certainly guide them onto paths that 



Is Music Allowed in Islam? 67 

lead unto Us: for, behold, God is indeed with the 
doers of good.’ (29:69) 

So I urge you my brothers and sisters in Islam that you 
make sincere dua to Allah that He guides you to that what 
He loves. At the same time, I would recommend to you that 
you try to increase your knowledge about Islam in general. 
Also If you wish to read more about the topic of music, 
then I would recommend to you the book of Sheikh Nasir-
ud-DeenAlbani, titled ‘Is music not haram?’ In this book 
the sheikh discusses many ahadith, views of different 
scholars, the proofs of those who claim that music is 
allowed and much more.  

A point of Concern 

Alhamdulilah you have finished reading this book but 
did it benefit you? Will you still continue listening to songs 
and music even though the orders of Allah and the sayings 
of Prophet (Peace be upon him) have been presented to you 
as clear evidences. Allah says regarding the traits of 
believers: 'The only saying of the faithful believers, 
when they are called to Allah (His Words, the Qur’an) 
and His Messenger (Peace be upon him) to judge 
between them, is that they say: "We hear and we obey." 
And such are the successful (who will live forever in 
Paradise)' (24:51). Ask yourself, are you a true believer or 
are you simply following those commandments of Allah 
that are easy upon your nafs?  If, after reading all the proofs 
that I presented in this book, you still continue in following 
your desires, then I can only conclude that it is not the 
proofs from Shariah that you required in the first place. 
Perhaps you need to overcome the peer pressure, or perhaps 
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you fear the sayings of people more than you fear the 
orders of Allah, perhaps you don’t want to give up what 
you have been doing for so many years or perhaps there is 
some other ‘reason’ or excuse that you are relying upon. If 
that is the case, then I ask Allah to grant you strength to 
overcome whatever obstacle you are facing in submitting 
completely to your Lord and I advice you to strive in 
Allah’s path through sincere dua.  Verily Allah orders the 
believers in the Quran by saying:   

‘O you who believe! Enter perfectly in Islam (by 
obeying all the rules and regulations of the Islamic 
religion) and follow not the footsteps of Shaytaan 
(Satan). Verily! He is to you a plain enemy.’ 
(2:208) 

Islam is not a buffet where you can pick and choose to 
follow certain commandments that you find easy upon 
yourself and leave the ones that you find hard upon your 
desires. Islam is not the name of mere rituals but it is 
complete submission to the Will of the one true God; Allah. 
It is the true religion that your Creator has revealed and He 
is more knowledgeable as to what it is that you need to 
benefit in this world and the hereafter. 

Final Advice 

Having said that the music of today follows a general 
theme of disobedience and disregard to the commands of 
Allah, what do you think will happen to the crime rate in 
the world if suddenly all the music/song CDs are converted 
into Islamic CDs and Quran recitations. What would 
happen to the percentage of rape if all the songs that were 
promoting sexual content now start promoting Allah’s 
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message of lowering the gaze? A sound mind would 
conclude that the crime rate will fall (and not increase) with 
this change as the theme of message has now been changed 
from one of disobedience to one of obedience to Allah. 
When we are constantly being told in music or songs that 
fulfilling lustful desires or acquiring more money is the 
way to spend the life, then it is no wonder that we see an 
increase of sins, transgression and crime rates among the 
communities of the world.  

In the end, I would like to tell you that I used to love 
music very much in the past. I had developed this love 
through maintaining a collection of CDs that I would listen 
to intently every chance I got. Furthermore, as a lover of 
music I had heard many of the claims (that I rebuked in this 
book)from other music lovers and had satisfied my heart 
that music is not prohibited in Islam and that there is no 
need to research the matter and that I should simply enjoy 
the music/songs and have a good time. It was not until later 
that when Allah provided me with good company and 
blessed me with understanding of Islam that I realized how 
diverted I had been from the straight path I claimed to 
follow. As a result of this realization, I started doing 
research and started testing the claims and ‘proofs’ that the 
people of music give in order to support their desires and in 
the end I realized that Islam, the Quran and the Prophet 
(Peace be upon him) are far away from what many 
Muslims claim and do. I am not a scholar, but am a student 
of Knowledge and I ask Allah to write me down as that. 
Verily Allah says in the Quran 

‘But as for those who strive hard in Our cause -We 
shall most certainly guide them onto paths that 
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lead unto Us: for, behold, God is indeed with the 
doers of good.’ (29:69) 

I hope that you would have realized by now that the 
prohibition of music is evident from the numerous verses, 
ahadith and general rules of Islam that have been 
mentioned to us through our deen. This prohibition 
becomes even more evident when we realize that the 
content of music and songs of these days is based on 
themes of sex, immorality, indecency and other forms of 
diversions and disobedience of rules of Allah. When we see 
clear disregards for the rules of Allah in the music and 
songs of today, there remains no doubt that this is the voice 
of the devil that Allah warns us about in the verses of 
Quran. From the traits of a believer is that when he reaches 
the truth he says, ‘I listen and I submit’ to the will of Allah. 
Allah describes this trait in the following verse 

'The only saying of the faithful believers, when 
they are called to Allah (His Words, the Qur’an) 
and His Messenger (Peace be upon him) to judge 
between them, is that they say: "We hear and we 
obey." And such are the successful (who will live 
forever in Paradise).' (24:51) 

For people who choose to follow their desires even after 
truth has become manifest to them, Allah warns them in the 
Quran by saying 

‘But whosoever turns away from My Reminder 
(i.e. neither believes in this Qur’an nor acts on its 
teachings.) verily, for him is a life of hardship, and 
We shall raise him up blind on the Day of 
Resurrection.’ (Taha, 124) 
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It is about time that we reject the voices of Shaytaan and 
instead promote the words of Al-Rahman amongst 
ourselves and in our Ummah so that mercy and forgiveness 
of Allah may descend upon us. For those who turn in 
repentance to Allah, Allah grants them the glad tidings of 
forgiveness and mercy. 

'And whoever does evil or wrongs himself but 
afterwards seeks Allah’s Forgiveness, he will find 
Allah Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. '(5:110) 
“Musical instruments are the wine of the soul, and 
what it does to the soul is worse than what 
intoxicating drinks do.” (Majmoo’ al-Fataawa, 
10/417) 
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